
SPECIFICS:  

 VOW  

CEREMONY  

  

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS  
  
A. PRIMARY AUTHORITY: Ritual of Secret Work, Fifteenth Edition, 2013  
  
B. TIME LIMIT:  30 Minutes  
  
C. REQUIRED PARTS:  Three (3); Master Councilor, Senior Deacon and Junior Deacon.  

Candidates may be imaginary. If candidates are imaginary, pantomime candidates’ existence 
whenever they are escorted, conducted, assisted, addressed or otherwise acknowledged.  

  
D. REQUIRED WORK:  The Procedure For Obligating New Members, actions and lines of the 

Master Councilor, Senior Deacon, and Junior Deacon.  
  

(1.)  

  

The room is set up are on Diagram One, except the only stations necessary are those of 
the Required Parts.  

(2.)  

  

Open Holy Bible is lying near center of Altar. School Books are lying on the northeast 
corner of the Altar.  

(3.)  

  

Candlesticks are optional; however, if "live" Candidates are used, candlesticks should 
be used and will be lighted.  

(4.)  
  

Evaluation begins when the word “BEGIN” is spoken.  

(5.)  
  

Parts are seated in respective stations at the beginning of ceremony.  

(6.)  

  

Senior and Junior Deacons move to west side of Altar and face east.  If “live” candidates 
are used, they will be conducted by the Deacons from their seats to the Altar when 
directed to do so by the Master Councilor.  

(7.)  
  

Just prior to Obligation, Master Councilor moves to east side of the Altar, faces west  

(8.)  

  

Unless there are “live” candidates, Senior Deacon makes all verbal responses for 
Candidates, including "I" and speaking name, but does NOT repeat Obligation; Master 
Councilor may omit the pause for response.  

(9.)  Following the Master Councilor’s final gavel rap and after the Master Councilor is 
seated, the word “STOP” will be said, ending the evaluation.  
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E.  EVALUATORS NECESSARY FOR COMPETITION:  Six (6):  Two (2) Word Error Evaluators; 
two (2) Direction Evaluators; and two (2) Performance Evaluators.  

  
  

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS  
  

The following instructions are a supplement and are made a part of the Primary Authority, and 
must be followed by all competitors.  

  
A. DIRECTION NOTES:  
  

(1.)  

  

All paraphernalia necessary will be placed in the room.  It will be the responsibility of the 
competitors to set up the room prior to their performance as well as remove the 
paraphernalia at the close of their competition.  This must be accomplished within the 
Time Limit prescribed for the Ceremony.  

(2.)  

  

If live candidates are not used, Senior and Junior Deacons will pantomime the escort of 
candidates whenever movement is required.   

(3.)  
  

Deacons assume proper positions for the exchange of the secrets.  

(4.)  

  

Following the final seating of the new members, Deacons return to their stations.  Master 
Councilor seats them with one rap.  

(5.)  
  

The word "STOP" is said, ending the competition.  

(6.)  

  

The actual lights in the competitive area shall remain on and unchanged during the 
competition.  The Junior Deacon (or any other so designated) should demonstrate a 
hand motion that signifies that the room lights are being dimmed, extinguished and 
raised (when required by the Ritual) or another method to indicate lighting changes shall 
be stipulated by the spokesman to the panel chairman.  

(7.)  Movement of candidates from their seats to Altar and back to seats may pass between 
the Altar and the East as necessary to maintain “clockwise” direction of precession.  

  
B. RITUAL NOTES:  
  

(1.)  If "live" candidates are used, some leniency will be tolerated by the Evaluators.  If the 
candidates need to have a phrase repeated, the extra words will not be counted as 
word errors.  

  
(2.)  In saying Obligation (if there are no “live” candidates) Master Councilor may omit 

pauses for responses but is not penalized if he inserts appropriate pauses.  
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P.R.I.D.E. RITUAL COMPETITION Vow Ceremony Entry Form  
  
CHAPTER NAME:  _______________________________________   YEAR OF COMPETITION ________  
  
               
  

                     CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES  

                    Member of      Has  
                    this chapter  Under  Obligation  
        
  

            with D˚  *  age 21  Card  

MASTER COUNCILOR  Name: ___________________________________          
SENIOR DEACON   Name: ___________________________________          
JUNIOR DEACON    Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
___________________**  Name: ___________________________________          
  
* =  Two parts may be “borrowed” from another chapter except for Master Councilor. If “borrowed parts” are used, list home chapter of any “borrowed 

part”.  
 ** =  List all additional parts used (use back of sheet if necessary)  
I CERTIFY ON MY HONOR THAT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS FORM IS, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, ACCURATE.  
  
SIGNATURE:  ___________________________________________    TITLE: ________________________  
  
NAME (Please print):  ______________________________________________________________________  

Rev. 2017-1  



Chapter ________________________ Evaluator ____________________________  
  

P.R.I.D.E. RITUAL TOURNAMENT  
VOW CEREMONY  

DIRECTION TALLY SHEET  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
PENALTIES FROM DIRECTION EVALUATION SHEETS  

   
  
  Penalty Sub-Total 1  ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 8   ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 2  ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 9   ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 3  ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 10 ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 4  ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 11 ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 5 ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 12 ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 6  ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 13 ______  

  Penalty Sub-Total 7 ______  
  

Penalty Sub-Total 14 ______  

  Column Sub-Total:  ______  Column Sub-Total:    ______  
    
  
          Total PENALTIES:    
  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
OTHER PENALTIES  

  
 
  
        Unqualified/Absent Personnel:  
  
  
        Required Part not Performing:  
  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------  

  
BEST PARTS (record totals for each part)  

  
    Master Councilor:  Direction Errors:   _______  PENALTIES  
   

Rev. 2017-1  
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DIRECTION EVALUATION SHEET  
P.R.I.D.E. RITUAL TOURNAMENT  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-  

Rev. 2017-1    Penalty Sheet     1  Total _______  

NOTES:  

  

1. The Diagrams in the 15th Edition of the Ritual show the SD/SB and 
Mar./Ch. stations set close to the East-West axis of the walking band.  
If the physical limitations of the room permit it, the chapter will be set 
up as depicted below.  If the setup must be altered for the room, extra 
turns necessary to move on the walking band will not be counted as 
errors.    

  

  

  

2. Chairs for officers stations not filled in competition may be omitted 
without penalty.  

SET-UP AND GENERAL  

0428  The stations of the Required Parts and the Altar must be arranged as  
GI D1   on Diagram One or as close to it as the room permits.  

 
0512  
  

The candles should be arranged about and to East of Altar.  
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0514  

  

The National flag and Chapter Banner should be in standards as on 
Diagram One.  

0520  
  

A gavel should be on the pedestal at the stations of the Master Councilor.  

0711  
  

Only the Holy Bible and school books MUST be placed on the Altar.  

0527  
  

If flowers are used, they should be placed around Holy Bible, not on it.  

0528  

  

If Bible marker is used, the DeMolay emblem upon it, if any, should be 
visible toward the West side of Altar whether Bible is open or closed.  

0531  

  

If DeMolay emblem is on Altar cloth (if used), it should be on the West 
side and the Altar cloth should be placed on the Altar in a neat and 
appropriate manner.  

0621  

  

No person shall pass between Altar and East except when Ritual requires 
it.  

0623  

  

All floor movements should be made in a clockwise direction except when 
specifically noted otherwise.  

0714  
  

All officers stand when speaking.  

GI D1   
  

Parts are seated in respective stations at beginning of ceremony.  

CEREMONY:  VOW CEREMONY  
  

MC: + * (rap) +  
  

  MC: + Brother Deacons, you will conduct the candidates to the Altar. +  
  
7322   S.D. and JD. move X Z...  
  
7322 ...then to the place where candidates (if “live” candidates are used) are  

seated...  
  
7323 ...and conducts them to point J. Move directly to point J if no candidates.  
  
  MC: + There are two ceremonies, called Degrees,… which explain more about our Order.  +  
  
  MC: + * * * (3 raps) +  
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GI D7   Master Councilor goes from East to East side of Altar.  
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GI D7   Master Councilor faces West.  
  
7404   Lights should be extinguished...  
  
7404   ...leaving only candles burning and Altar spot, if any, on full.  
  

MC: + My friends, you will kneel on both knees. +  
  
7408   Deacons assist candidates to kneel.  
  
  MC: + You will place your right hand on the Holy Bible or on the shoulder of the one in front of you. +  
  
7411   Deacons assist candidates to do so.  
  
  MC: + You will say "I" ... +  
  
  SD: + I +  
  
  MC: + Pronounce your name in full. +  
  
  SD: + (reply) +  
  
  MC: + …and repeat after me. +  
  
GI D7   In saying Obligation, MC may omit pauses for responses if “live”  

candidates not used.  
  
  MC: + So help me God! +  
  
  MC: + You will arise. +  
  
7607   Deacons assist candidates to rise.  
  
  MC: + You will seal your vows by kissing the Holy Bible. +  
  
7609   Deacons see that each candidate kisses the Holy Bible.  
  
7613   When all candidates have kissed the Bible, lights are slowly raised to full.  
  
  MC: +  I now extend to you the right hand of comradeship. +  
  
7616   Master Councilor moves around South side of Altar...  
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7616 ...shakes hands with candidates (Junior Deacon and Senior Deacon  
without “live” candidates).  

7617 Master Councilor then moves K V U Z X...  
  

  
7618 ...faces West...  
  
  MC: + *  (rap) +  
  
7621   Deacons move from positions to S R and Q R respectively...  
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7621 ...until they are approximately 3 feet apart...  
  

 

7622 ...and stand facing each other, but at an angle which makes it easy for 
the new brothers to see their demonstration.  

  
  MC: + I will now instruct you... on the shoulder of the one greeted. +  
  
7624   Deacons demonstrate step, sign, and token as each is described.  
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  MC: + The word of emulation is - DeMolay. +  
  
  Deacons: + DeMolay. +  
  
7710   Deacons drop step, sign, and token.  
  
  MC: + The grip of the Order…  then once immediately afterwards. +  
  
7714   Deacons demonstrate grip, then drop it.  
  
  MC: + My Brothers, …  conferred upon you the DeMolay Degree Obligation. +  
  
7717   Junior Deacon moves R Q Z X...  
  
7717   ...faces East.  
  
7717 Senior Deacon moves R S K toward J until he is near candidates...  
  
7718 ...faces East.  
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  MC: + * (rap) +  
  
7720   Junior Deacon sits down.  
  

MC: + Brother Senior Deacon, you will escort the new Brothers to seats.  +  
  
7722   Senior Deacon escorts the new Brothers to seats (if “live” candidates  

used), then returns to his station.  (Location of seats for candidates not  
specified.)  

  
  MC: + * (rap) +  
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7725   All sit down.  
  
  MC: + * (rap) +  
  

MC: + All Active DeMolays who have not taken the DeMolay Degree will rise. +  
  
7811   If “live” candidates used, they rise – regardless, this step is not evaluated.  
  
  MC: + Brother Deacons, you will conduct the candidates to the Altar. +  
  
7813   Deacons move X Z then to point J.  If “live” candidates are used,  

Deacons move to places where candidates are seated and conduct them  
to point J.  

  
  MC: + * * * (3 raps) +  
  
7910 MC moves Z X O.  
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GI D7   Master Councilor faces West.  
  
7911 Lights should be extinguished...  
  
7911   ...leaving only candles burning and Altar spot, if any, on full.  
  

MC: + My Brothers, you will kneel on both knees. +  
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7915   Deacons assist candidates to kneel.  
  
  MC: + You will place your right hand on the Holy Bible or on the shoulder of the one in front of you. +  
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7915   Deacons assist candidates to do so.  
  
MC: + You will say "I" ... +   
  SD: + I +  
  
  MC: + pronounce your name in full... +  
  
  SD: + (reply) +  
  
  MC: + and repeat after me. +  
  
GI D7   In saying Obligation, MC omits pauses for responses if “live”  candidates 

not used.  
  
  MC: + So help me God! +  
  
  MC: + You will arise. +  
  
8022   Deacons assist candidates to rise.  
  
  MC: + You will seal your vows by kissing the Holy Bible. +  
  
8024   Deacons see that each candidate kisses the Holy Bible.  
  
8028   When all candidates have kissed the Bible, lights are slowly raised to full.  
  
  MC: +  I now extend to you the right hand of lasting fraternity. +  
  
8102   Master Councilor moves around South side of Altar...  
  
8102   ...shakes hand of each candidates (Junior Deacon and Senior Deacon if  

“live” candidates not used).  
  
8104   Master Councilor then moves K V U Z X...  
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  MC: + * (rap) +  
  
8107 Deacons move from positions to S R and Q R respectively...  
  
8108 ...until they are approximately 3 feet from each other...  
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8109 ...and stand facing each other, but at an angle which makes it easy for 

the new brothers to see their demonstration.  
  
  MC: + Brother Deacons, you will communicate the password of a DeMolay. +  
  
  SD: + Fi +  
  
  JD: + de +  
  
  SD: + li +  
  
  JD: + tas +  
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  SD: + Fidelitas +  
  
  MC: + My Brothers, fidelitas is ... especially to your Brethren of this Order. +  
  
  MC: + The grip of this degree is given ... with the index finger. +  
  
8201   Deacons demonstrate the grip, then drop it.  
  
  MC: + The sign is made by placing the left hand upon the heart in token of fidelity. +  
  
8204   Deacons demonstrate sign, then drop it.  
  
  MC: + Brother Senior Deacon, you will conduct the Brothers to the East. +  
  
8206   Junior Deacon moves R Q Z X...  
  
8206   ...faces East.  
  
8206 Senior Deacon moves R S K toward J until he is near candidates...  
  
8207 ...faces North.  
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  MC: + My Brothers, this concludes…   we welcome you most heartily. +  
  
  MC: + Brother Senior Deacon, you will afford our Brothers seats within the Chapter room. +  
  
8216   Senior Deacon conducts new Brothers to seats (if “live” candidates used)  

then returns to his place Z X. (Location of seats for candidates not  
specified.)  

  
  MC: + * (rap) +  
  
8219   All sit down.  
  
  



Chapter ________________________ Evaluator ____________________________  
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PENALTIES FROM PERFORMANCE EVALUATION SHEETS  

  
  

      Individual Performance (MC) _______    
  
      Team Performance      _______    
  
  
  
  

        TOTAL PENALTIES:   
  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
OTHER PENALTIES  

  
  

  
    Interruptions:  
  
  
    Unsanctioned Communication:  
   
  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
BONUS POINTS  

   
  
         Bonus Points were awarded  
  
  

ATTACH BONUS POINT CALCULATION SHEET IF BONUS POINTS ARE AWARDED  
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

BEST PARTS (record total penalties from Individual Performance Sheet for each part)  
  
  

Master Councilor:      _______ PENALTIES  
                                                              Rev. 2017-1  
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P.R.I.D.E. RITUAL TOURNAMENT  
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WORD ERROR TALLY SHEET  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
PENALTIES FROM WORD ERROR EVALUATION SHEETS  

  
  
        Penalty Sheet 1  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 2  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 3  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 4  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 5  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 6  
  

_______  

        Penalty Sheet 7  
 

_______  

  
  
        Total PENALTIES:  
  
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
OTHER PENALTIES  

   
  
  
          Balks:     
  
  
          Prompts:    
  
  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
BEST PARTS (record totals for each part)  

  
      Master Councilor:  Word Errors:  _______ PENALTIES  

  
            Balks: ________  Prompts: ________  
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M.C.   * (rap) 

 

M.C.   Brother Deacons, you will conduct the candidates to the Altar. 

 

M.C.  There are two ceremonies, called Degrees, for joining the Order of DeMolay. The 

first, or Initiatory Degree, introduces you to the Seven Cardinal Virtues of our 

Order. The second, or DeMolay Degree, teaches the story of the loyalty and 

death of Jacques DeMolay. Each ceremony includes an obligation, or set of 

promises that all members make to each other. By virtue of taking these 

obligations you will become a full-fledged member of the Order of DeMolay. In 

the near future, you will be able to witness the complete ceremonies, which 

explain more about our Order. 

 

M.C.  * * * (3 raps) 

 

M.C.  My friends, you will kneel on both knees. 

 

M.C.  You will place your right hand on the Holy Bible or on the shoulder of the one in 

front of you. 

 

M.C.  You will say "I" 

 

M.C.  Pronounce your name in full... 

 

M.C.  ... and repeat after me. 

 

In the presence of God / and with my right hand / upon His holy word, / on my 

honor / as one who holds his pledged word sacred, / do solemnly promise / that I 

will keep all the secrets / entrusted to me by this Order. 
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I promise / that I will henceforth / honestly and earnestly / strive to be a better son 

/ than I have ever been before, / doing all in my power / to repay the love and 

care / my parents have devoted to me. 

 

I promise / that I will live a clean and moral life, / keeping my body free from 

dissipation / and my mind free from the, uncleanness / that defiles and 

debauches youth. 

 

I promise / that I will love and serve God / as a devout worshipper / at the shrine 

of faith / and that I will serve my fellowmen / in the spirit of the universal 

brotherhood. 

 

I promise / that I will give to my country / an unswerving allegiance, / defending 

her honor / with my life if need be, / her flag, my flag, / and her cause, my cause, 

/ and that I will obey the laws / of my city, state and nation. 

 

I promise / that I ~ill combat every agency / that is hostile to my country's highest 

good' / and that I will consecrate / my utmost endeavors / to the defense of civil, / 

religious, / political and intellectual liberty, / holding the public school/to be the 

cradle of American -liberties / and freedom of conscience, / an American's 

precious blessing . 

 

I promise / that I will revere the memory / of Jacques DeMolay / who gave up his 

life / rather than betray his brethren / and the trust they reposed in him, / and 

never willingly or knowingly / will I do anything / which would unfit me / for the 

commendation / of all good men. 
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I promise / that I will be ever loyal / to a Brother of this Order; / that I will never 

cheat or wrong him; / that I will seek to aid him / in time of trouble and need; / and 

will always remain silent / if I cannot speak / a good word for him / in the 

presence of the uninitiated. 

 

I promise / that I will honor womanhood; / that I will never be guilty / of defaming 

the character of any woman; / nor will I permit harm / to come to the sister or 

mother / of a member of this Order / if it is in my power / to prevent it. 

 

So help me God! 

 

M.C.  You will arise. 

 

M.C.  You will seal your vows by kissing the Holy Bible. 

 

M.C.  I now extend to you the right hand of comradeship. 

 

M.C.  * (rap) 

 

M.C.  I will now instruct you in the Secrets of our Order which are few in number, but 

which you have just sworn you will not disclose outside the Chapter. The step is 

made by placing the left foot in advance of the right, as though about to greet 

someone. The sign is made by extending the right hand forward, as though about 

to grasp him by the hand. The token is made by extending the left hand forward 

shoulder high, as though about to place it on the shoulder of the one greeted. 

 

The word of emulation is - DeMolay. 
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M.C.  The grip of the Order is given by taking the hand in a casual manner and 

pressing the thumb sharply between the thumb and first finger twice, then once 

immediately afterwards. 

 

M.C.  My Brothers, this concludes the Initiatory Degree Obligation. You will later have 

conferred upon you the DeMolay Degree Obligation. 

 

M.C.  Brother Senior Deacon, you will escort the new Brothers to seats. 

 

M.C.  * (rap) 

 

M.C.  * (rap) 

 

M.C.  All Active DeMolays who have not taken the DeMolay Degree Obligation will rise. 

 

M.C.  Brother Deacons, you will conduct the candidates to the Altar. 

 

M.C.  * * * (3 raps) 

 

M.C.  My Brothers, you will kneel on both knees. 

 

M.C.  You will place your right hand on the Holy Bible or on the shoulder of the one in 

front of you. 

 

M.C.  You will say "I" 

 

M.C.  Pronounce your name in full... 

 

M.C.  ... and repeat after me. 
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M.C.  Do solemnly reaffirm / every vow I have taken, / every pledge I have made, / and 

every promise I have given / during the progress of the ceremonies / through 

which I have passed. 

 

I promise / that I will be tolerant in my opinion, / giving to others / the same right 

to their belief / which I expect from them / that I will not be hasty / in my judgment 

of others, / but will give them / the benefit of the doubt, / realizing that they may 

be actuated / by worthy motives unknown to me, / and that under the same 

circumstances / I might have acted even more unwisely r than I judge them to 

have acted. 

 

I promise / that I will be faithful! to every trust committed to me, / to every promise 

I shall make / so far as is humanly possible; / and that I will hold ever before me, / 

as a glorious example, / the heroic fidelity / of Jacques DeMolay / and that of 

every other martyr / who gave his life / rather than betray a friend / or be false to 

a trust. 

 

So help me God! 

 

M.C.  You will arise. 

 

M.C.  You will seal your vows by kissing the Holy Bible. 

 

M.C.  I now extend to you the right hand of lasting fraternity. 

 

M.C.  * (rap) 

 

M.C.  Brother Deacons, you will communicate the password of a DeMolay. 
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S.D.  Fi 

  

J.D.  de 

 

S.D.  Ii 

 

J.D.  tas 

 

S.D.  Fidelitas 

 

M.C.  My Brothers, fidelitas is the password of a DeMolay. It should only be 

communicated in the manner you have received it, except during the opening of 

the Chapter. Fidelity, of which fidelitas is merely the Latin equivalent, is the 

supreme lesson of this Degree: fidelity to your ideals, to your country, to your 

obligations and especially, to your Brethren of this Order. 

 

The grip of this Degree is given by taking the hand in the usual manner and 

pressing firmly on the base of the wrist with the index finger. 

 

M.C.  The sign is made by placing the left hand upon the heart in token of fidelity. 

 

M.C.  Brother Senior Deacon, you will conduct the Brothers to the East. 

 

M.C.  * (rap) 

 

M.C.  My Brothers, this concludes your admission into our Order. Henceforth, you are 

bound to us by indissoluble ties in a fellowship for service and into that fellowship 

we welcome you most heartily. 
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M.C.  Brother Senior Deacon, you will afford our Brothers seats within the Chapter 

room. 

 

M.C. * (rap) 
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